








Health Care Reform
Unprecedented Opportunities

May be an unexpected boon for osteopathic medicine

Health care reform may provide universal or near-universal
coverage in the coming years

Estimated 30 million newly covered persons

Many of these newly covered persons will be in the
sociodemographic groups which historically have
underutilized osteopathic physicians

The demand for primary care services among these newly
covered persons may be enormous

Osteopathic medicine may be ideally positioned if it adopts a |

~ “focused differentiation™ strategy
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// Osteopathic Medicine \
The International Perspective

In most other nations, DOs practice
rights are highly restricted

Consultation on Osteopathy
Milan, Italy Feb. 26-28, 2007
Development of WHO Guidelines on

Basic Training and Safety in Osteopathy T
International regulatory and
licensing issues (“osteopathy” vs.
“osteopathic medicine”)

Greater emphasis on evidence-based
osteopathy at future consultations
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Conclusions

Health care reform provides an unparalleled

opportunity for revitalization of osteopathic medicine
Up to 30 million persons will enter the health care system in
need of primary care services
Osteopathic medicine can capitalize by adopting a “focused
differentiation” strategy to compete within this market sector
Osteopathic medicine must address looming threats to

take full advantage of these opportunities

Lack of public awareness

Pediatric primary-care paradox

Graduate medical education crisis
The osteopathic profession must act nimbly and
strategically to seize opportunities for it to be fully
integrated into a new system of health care in the
United States
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The Key to Survivall
The Challenge

e “However, in recent years it seems to me that
something has happened to the individual in
the profession, and to the organization of the
profession. In the lean years we were strong
and vigorous, but i1t would seem that in the
years of accomplishment and success we have
grown fat, lazy, indifferent, and careless.”

e J.O. Watson, DO. The Andrew Taylor Still
Memorial Lecture, presented as the Keynote
Address at the 67" Annual Convention of the

American Osteopathic Association, Miami
Beach, Florida, January 28, 1963
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The Key to Survivall
The Solution

e “Every man and woman should and must play his
part vigorously and courageously in contributing
to the decisions and to the effective actions
required if we are to continue our progressive
forward movement in osteopathic medicine and
retain our characteristics of political independence
in connection therewith. To do so we must have
all of the strength and vigor of a strong and
resourceful people at its very best at the
individual level. If we have it at that level 1t will
assure a strong leadership of the profession.”
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