
Introduction
The mission of the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation (the Foundation) is to improve 
the health and quality of life in the community through education, research and service 
consistent with our osteopathic heritage. The Foundation advances this mission 
through strategic funding partnerships, multi-year funding commitments and significant 
investments in osteopathic research and medical education in central Ohio and nationally. 
In addition, the Foundation pursues opportunities to advance innovative solutions 
demonstrating long-term impact for vulnerable populations and communities, measurable 
outcomes and sustainability. 

The Foundation’s grantmaking is aligned with osteopathic medicine’s approach to 
patient care and service in the community. This means we apply a holistic lens to funding 
investments, recognizing the health and wellbeing of communities, families and individuals 
are influenced by a host of conditions, including access to clinical care, social and 
economic factors, and physical environment. Funding priorities are also consistent with a 
primary tenet of osteopathic medicine, which recognizes a person is a unit of body, mind 
and spirit. By applying this approach to our grantmaking, transformative impacts can be 
realized and resilient communities built.

Since 1999, the Osteopathic Heritage Foundations have approved over $252 million in 
awards designed to improve the health and quality of life for vulnerable populations and 
advance osteopathic medical care. 

Background
Feeding America defines food insecurity as a lack of consistent access to enough food for 
every person in a household to live an active, healthy life. In Franklin County, it is estimated 
nearly 20% of children are food insecure. Further, Ohio State University researchers 
recently reported a 34% gap between white households and black households living with 
food insecurity in Columbus.
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Timeline

December 13, 2021 
Request for Proposals 

Released

January 28, 2022 
Letter of Intent Due

February 25, 2022 
Invitation to Submit 

Full Proposal to 
Invited Applicants

March 9, 2022 
Applicant RFP 

Briefing 

April 4, 2022 
Full Proposal Due

April 18-29, 2022 
Site Visits

June 20-24, 2022 
Funding Award 

Notification



In addition, since 2016, at least seven full-service grocery stores and three small healthy food retail outlets have 
closed in Franklin County. The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates more than 274,000 Franklin County 
residents have low- or no-access to grocery stores and healthy foods within their neighborhoods, forcing many 
residents to rely on the highly-processed, low-nutrient density and shelf-stable food available at convenience stores 
prevalent in underserved neighborhoods. These barriers to healthy food contribute to poor health outcomes – 
including higher rates of chronic disease, infant mortality and shorter life expectancy – experienced in Franklin 
County’s most vulnerable communities. 

Understanding the prevalence of both food insecurity and lack of access to healthy food in the community, the 
Foundation has adopted a dual strategy of building capacity and supporting innovation within the emergency food 
system, while simultaneously investing in system efforts designed to increase access, affordability and consumption 
of healthy and local foods in underserved communities in Franklin County. To address the second objective, 
Foundation investments will be guided by the Local Food Action Plan (LFAP), adopted by Columbus City Council 
and Franklin County Commissioners in 2016, as part of a community-wide engagement process reaching over 1,200 
stakeholders inclusive of content experts, community-based organizations, public health leadership, residents and a 
host of other entities focused on improvements to Columbus and Franklin County’s local food system. A central goal 
of the LFAP is improving access to and education about healthy, affordable and local food. Recommendations to 
realize these objectives include strategies to address hunger and food insecurity, ways to strengthen the local food 
economy and other innovative approaches to improve the local food system, which align with the Foundation’s goal:

To reduce hunger and improve health  
outcomes by increasing access to fresh,  

healthy, affordable and local food in  
Franklin County.

Funding Intent and Availability
To advance this goal, the Foundation is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Healthy Food, Healthy 
Franklin County Funding Initiative. The intent of the RFP is to support efforts to measurably increase the availability, 
affordability and consumption of healthy, local food among vulnerable people in Franklin County. Through the RFP, 
the Foundation will:

1)  Build on successes and assets in the community by supporting efforts to enhance or expand existing healthy 
food access initiatives among vulnerable populations

2)  Foster the development of innovative, new strategies and collaborations impacting how healthy food access 
programs are designed, coordinated and sustained

The Foundation will allocate up to $1 million to support organizations funded through the RFP.
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Funding Eligibility and Considerations 
Successful applicants will demonstrate a track record of results and/or commitment 
to the following objectives:
• Increase the supply and demand for locally-grown food and distribution chains to 

support a strong local food system, economic growth and opportunities in low-income, 
low-access communities 

• Increase the availability of healthy food in neighborhoods with low-access through 
healthy food retail strategies, including grocery stores, corner markets, pharmacies, 
medical facilities, farmers markets, farm stands and mobile food distribution

• Increase access to healthy food through expanded use of healthy food purchasing 
incentives  

To be eligible for Healthy Food, Healthy Franklin County funding, organizations must also: 
• Be a 501(c)(3) tax exempt entity as defined by the Internal Revenue Service or an 

instrumentality of the state
• Submit a proposal serving low-access, low-income residents in Franklin County 
• Reflect alignment with the purpose of the RFP, demonstrating measurable increases in 

the availability, affordability and consumption of healthy, local food among vulnerable 
residents in Franklin County

• Periodically convene with other organizations supported through the RFP, at the 
Foundation’s invitation

• Demonstrate additional funds are committed to project costs
 
Other considerations include the applicant organization’s history of service delivery; viability 
and sustainability of the request; and financial position of the organization. 

Collaboration among agencies is strongly encouraged to improve the chances for 
program success, maximize resources and significantly impact the targeted population. 
Collaborative proposals should identify a lead agency to serve as the project administrator, 
primary contact and fiscal agent.  
 
The Foundation will not consider the following through the Healthy Food, Healthy 
Franklin County Funding Initiative RFP:
• More than one application per organization
• Requests for programs or services outside of Franklin County
• Requests from food pantries and/or emergency food responses*
• Proposals seeking general operating support or endowment funds
• Projects or programs supporting or promoting a specific view on religious or political 

issues; are designated to supplement or replace operating deficits; are normally the 
responsibility of public or governmental organizations; support political candidates; 
provide for the acquisition of equipment or funding of services from which individuals 
or organizations will unreasonably benefit through fees-for-service or tuition payments; 
or require perpetual funding.
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* To support innovation within the emergency food system in Franklin County, the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation recently 
committed support for the Mid-Ohio Food Collective’s Mid-Ohio Market strategy.



Application and Review Process
To be considered for funding, organizations must submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) by January 28, 2022, using the form 
located on the Foundation’s online grantmaking system.

Please review the Online Access Instructions and Frequently Asked Questions for guidance on utilizing the 
online application system.

When submitting the completed LOI, organizations must also include an IRS letter of determination or designation as 
instrumentality of government. Only one application per organization will be accepted. 

Those organizations invited by the Foundation to submit a full proposal will be notified no later than February 25, 2022. 
Organizations will be required to participate in an RFP Applicant Briefing on March 9, 2022 and submit a full 
proposal on or before April 4, 2022, through the online grantmaking system. 

The following attachments will be required when the full proposal is submitted:

  Letter of commitment from the chairperson of the applicant organization’s Board of Directors
  Current list of Board of Directors
  Current fiscal year operating budget
  Project budget and narrative forms (accessible via the Foundation’s online grantmaking system)
  Executed Memorandum(s) of Understanding with partners, where applicable
  Letters of Support from community stakeholders (Limit 2) 
  Most recent Form 990 and/or most recent financial audit
  Form W-9, signed and dated in 2022
  Proposals intended to support a collaboration between organizations must include a fiscal agent agreement

Review Process
During the review process, organizations will receive site visits from Foundation staff. In addition to staff reviews, the 
Foundation may utilize an external review committee to assist in the evaluation of proposals.

Timeline
December 13, 2021 Request for Proposals Released
January 28, 2022 Letter of Intent Due
February 25, 2022  Invitation to Submit Full Proposal
March 9, 2022  Applicant RFP Briefing 
April 4, 2022  Full Proposal Due
April 18-29, 2022 Site Visits
June 20-24, 2022 Funding Award Notification
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Questions About the RFP
For questions about program concepts:
Contact Cheryl Graffagnino, Program Officer, at 
(614) 737-4366 or cgraffagnino@ohf-ohio.org 

For questions about the online application: 
Contact Erin Prescott, Program Officer, at  
(614) 737-4367 or eprescott@ohf-ohio.org

Visit the Foundation’s website to review 
Frequently Asked Questions related to the RFP.

https://www.grantrequest.com/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fapplication.aspx%3fSA%3dSNA%26FID%3d35293%26sid%3d978&SA=SNA&FID=35293&sid=978
https://osteopathicheritage.org/private/applicant-instructions/
https://osteopathicheritage.org/healthy-food-healthy-franklin-county-funding-initiative-faq/
https://osteopathicheritage.org/healthy-food-healthy-franklin-county-funding-initiative-faq/

